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fag wassent out,and it was,met by a Lieutenant. 
‘Colonel “of, the Confederates, who gave assurance 
that the hospital should be respected. ‘There was no | 
y; in that.direction, and, if an occa- 
wodal shell exploded:nanr the house; i is believed to 

papa herp apse" sels 
“bout 120 Tebel /pribotiers; Wiio 'were’captured on 
Priday, accompanied ‘us under guard. On Sunday 
oTEROC 1p dag adlnads ge raga 
in, front, discovered a body of rebel 


ap abeat lo A M, iaciiy! His ‘Year 
mages Danie. 


River, tos 8 
9 Retain a ty) 


J. hen: —— > ie ae 


fais inl teerpenebneet Unters ¥ 


Ta 
Division, pth with Hooker and Rresanp- 


x, that.the, enemy were pursuing, and orders 
a bto-deatnay the Uridges. 
“Corps was detailed for this "duty, 
)14. defend the approach to the place. A wide 
es had been, felled across the creek, and 
was deployed as. skirmishers at the right 
passage. Arnes’ battery of six guns 
fi 10 old the ‘position, and was stationed 
ol i overlooking the swamp. . 
OW. THE RETREAT WAS CONDUOTED. 
jas Gonducted in the most perfect df- 
or haste; no smash- 
Saadamarten eine, and not 
nbof any consequence is believed to 
obese antes sues 


of 


ro Sat ails 
pneu tlie ate las 

2 farms, with weil-grown crops of oats 
passed’ along the réads, in which 
faapipabapadaaey | ae 


concealed force or masked batteries, but nothing of 
the . kind interrupted our progress. A teamster or 
some mischievous person woud Gecasionally report 
that‘wewere attacked ‘tn :front;- which would: pre- 
duce.a temporary scare, but béyond, this, no:hing 


rout of part of a necessary plan—the only 
y 2 expressed being at the leaving behind 

of s0 many the.sick and wounded. 
“plenty df provisions and’ medicines were left for 
them, ‘however, end: if they-[are permitied to ase 
them, their situation for pomé time to come will be 
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[co When the» steamer: left, all was: quiet along.the ree “moods. 


ee lontrepnpe st nee grace era 
pressure upon that portion still in the rear. . 

Geil, MoCiariaw ind Sta rode ahedd and took’pos. 
session of the old estate. known as Maivern ‘Hills, 
owned by B, F. Daw, one mile back. from “ Turkey 


Island Bend, It is’ large; old-fishioned éatate, orig- || 
inally built by. the French, and has mearit, in front, an 


old earthwork constracted by Gen. Wasnrnoroy dur- 
ing the Revolutionary war. It has a spacious -yard 
shaded by venerable elms and other trees. A Ane 


view of the river can be had from this elevated :posi- 


tion. Gen. MoCrx1LAm. expressed. the. opinion that 
with a brief time to prepare, the position could be held 
against any force the enemy can bring against us. 
_ Exhausted by long watching and fatigue, and ¢ov- 
ered thickly with the dust of the roud over which we 
had passed, many of the officers threw themselves 
upon the shady and grassy lawn’ to-rest. The sol- 
diers also attracted by the shady trees, surrounded the 
the house; or bivousced in the fields near by. 

Gen. MoCiau.an immediately addressed himself to 
the task of preparing dispatches for the Government. 

THE FIRE TR OUR REAR. 


“At? o'clock’ PM. firtng was heard inthe Uiree- 
tion of White Oak Swamp, where it-was supposed 
‘AyaxS was holding in check the rebe} force whio were 
attempting to cross. This continued for nearly two 
hours, When sudden’ and heavy ‘firtiy began further 
to the left, in’ the direction: ‘ot Charles City’ Cross | 
Roads, At Sis: patth a. immanen body iof-stoonh | 


pope stilt leh ancora 
--Onders were sent immediately: to 


piakinrans prev gca needed to re- | 
move the sick, and wounded. .Early arrangements 
will no doubt: betunde by the: Government fot :the 
recovery of the wounded from Savage's Station and 


gam the battie-field of Gaines’ Hil, * 


THE BATTLE OF GAINES HILL. 
a 
Full Details of the Desperate Bat- 
tle of Friday 


——>—— 


Had the enemy’ possessed: full information of 
the purposes of our Conmimanding General they could 
not have taken better advantage of our position than 
they did. : The fact thatour front .gave way at Me- 
chanicsville on Thureday, ‘aftey making’ a -wuccessful | 
stand, and fel) back toward ‘Gainer ‘mt, seems to: 
have suggested to them that a general retrograde 
movement was contemplated ;, and.it became. their 
policy to follow ‘and fight us on the'retreat.: With the 

Chickaliominy'in'our rear, it was, of course, impos- 
sible for our army to éross, successfully, ‘tinder the | 
enesoy’s fire ; and,there.is no doubt but that. they.ex-. 
pected to ene ee enee ne 
ploces at the'bridges: ® , 

“On Thursday shiiy” Aah the Wail sad 
across, to have them out of the way. This more- | 
ment was going on a)l day and sight, and, if known | 
iterate: rit revealed the fact that our, 
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Big spend ge ong : Y eee aes 4 
Our treopdbhad:-been engaged in. an exhausting con, | Here we found the rfl ot ten tale, Hi 


3 test at Mechanicsville the day before. | Phey=had 


ptt yay 


‘Rhe firing now became: more. and masie. rapid, and | 
Was ‘evidently approaching’ our line.” The roar of | 
cannon was incessant,; and the.dust .of the contest 
swept Hpward and whirled in eddylig clouds above 
the forest trees; which concesled friend and foe from 

Members of the Staff and ‘messengers: hurriedly 

mounted and.zode fo and fro with important.orders to 
the commanding officers,’ The wagons Were “drawn 
up.on..the right.of the field as a, kind of temporary 
breastwork, and the troops were disposeil” in line’ of 
battle. at. the. westward, from. which direction.the.en- 
‘emy were advancing. 


THE GUNBOATS BROUGHT INTO ACTION, 

©“ The fring now became incessant, the explosion of 
shells constant and most terrific. from both lines,:and 
the #0ar of musketry, mingled with the’ shouts and 
cheers of the contending forces.:.4f we. could have 
seen them, and estimated their strength or number, it 

would have been some relief, but they were advanc- 
ing, apparently, to’ within Jess than a mile of our 
position, ‘under cover of woods.’ Et was-yery evident 
that. Coal men tovre being driven in, and shat, too, by on 


the.4 and 4 

q free sen opéiied ‘fire upon the left with their 
H-pounders, thie shells exploding m the edge of the 
woods along the line of hills where it was supposed 

enemy would stteimpt to turn our left. No doubt 
‘alos alas ) mtastles had an exoéliént ‘effect in ‘de- 
or here trom ‘this 'enlerpriee, and in yetarding 
their advance. In 00 long. range there was danger 
that some of our own men might be hit, anda signal | 
station was established on) the. top of an: old house | 
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stances of the army, 
Meantime the contest raged with terrible fury along 
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the air, and rifled shot 


possible, ¢xoept from, the 
way the tide.of battle 


boats Kept up's Mischarge’ of their heayy shells upon 


the enemy’s position. Provost-Marshal Posten 


to. determine'which 
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Albee prathaghorent 


Sema They. fell} 


the sound, 
baitle ebbed orfowed.».The gun- 


) plenty ‘of fresh’ soldiers, and Were near their base of! 


operations, . from’ ‘which whole masses “could be! 
drawn al, an hour's notice. W4 were separated from | 


centre contains... thinned growth of spine. “Near the 
north line of this space; and along the rosd leading 

tothe military bridgeware’ three” houses, ‘the first, 
‘Sanit MoGawa 5 the second, Josaru McGun’s, at first 
taken for a hospital, and the. 
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bouse.on the hill, to which all the wounded who were 


brought off the'field were conveyed. Gen. Ponrsa’s 
headquarters was at Apaus’ house, about a third’ ofa 
mile distant. 

About 10 o'clock the pickets at our right, were 
driven deck from the woods skirting the field, and 
shortly afterward those stationed on the Cross Roads 
toward the Coal Harbor road, were also driven in 


“The enemy were silently creeping up, to the right. 


‘Simultaneously he made his appearance in a green 
field; directly in front, drawn up in line of’ battle, and 


in five minutés their batteries opened on our lines [ 


with shel.’ Following this the enemy had also pisced Bene 


‘a battery in position, fronting that of Cant. Waxes, 
and commenced fire—the fire of the two rebel bat- 
teries being at an angle of 45 degrees to our position, 
enfilading the troops. There’ wad a temporary ‘panic 
‘among horses, men and servants, who plunged, 
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dodged, scampered and, shedaddied to. get out, of | * 
singe. Your reporter, perfectly cool “himselt—~of }’ 
‘course—was twice tosséd nearly out ‘of: his /° 
saddle’ or ttirown over the horse's’ head, as ‘he ricka! | 


‘unconjrolied. about the field, A. small. party of car-| |, "e Supe? 


en ee pantie gah ender 


yw mile. beyona, close up|: 
‘to Wi 19 

‘as did those of "P: ) 

the same, position... ie eer bas ts 


Sis. tr 


oar centre by the bridges of tlie Chickahominy, from | also. replied: vigorously. The Zouaves, who were —— 


witch” we could ‘Obtain reinforcements omy" by” a 
‘Comparatively’ tardy and unbertata process. “That 
they, brought nearly their whole forse. against.us on | 
that side.of the river shows, that)a determined effort 
was to be made to compel‘us’ ‘to cross ‘the river, and 
then to pass to the’ rear an‘ turn our right. 

. Foreseeing this plan, and. without the necessary 
force:te guard against the movement, the. only. eape- 
dient l¢ft was adopted’ by the Commander of the Union 
Jarces. The eieiny were to de held in: check as long as 
possible, to enable. him to safely withdraw his. whole 
force to the. James. River, and take up @.new. position. | 
‘Another day and:night would, no doubt, have ‘found 
our entire right abandoned, and the commands of 
‘Ponrak, MoCaix ané Stonzuan withdfawn safely to 
the left of. the Chickahoming,. and the bridges, de- 
stroyed, without a, battle... That this: was, not petr 
mitted was owing to the watchfulness ofthe enemy, | 
or to’ the treason of some one within our lines’ who | 
possessed a knowledge of our plans, 

A. precipitate retreat was.out;of thé question... Jt 
would ‘have’ resulted in: the sacrifice: of. the. entire 
right'wing. With our’ retreating forces: massed’ in 
front of the Woodbury ane Grapevine Bridges, along 
the river bottoms, a pursuing force, commanding the | 
eminence at Dr,.Wujaaue’ house, would be. able to 
cut them to pieces, or compel 8 surrender. “From 
the attackirig party ‘we liere, for the ‘first time; took a 
position of defence, and accepted the battle which was 
offered. ee 

ae THE 4PTACK iN THE MORNING. 

‘The enemy's skirmishers’: made ‘their: teppentenne 
beyond ‘Gen. Mohuit’s endampment at in early hour | 
in the morning, and wore met by' the sdvance 3 
te ae aera Newer Son Aine 


rari topes con- 2 _ 


slow]. 


drawn up in line nearest to the enemy, stood motion- 
less and stern awaiting the ‘onsét, while’ the <i 
occupied the flelt and road,resdy toreceive and return | 
the rebel fire as soon as they should get “within 
range. The whiz-z-s of Minié bullets,and scream 
of shell and shot from a dozen different directions 
now showed that the work had begun ‘ in earnest. 
Tee Poche old, young, white and black, male and 
ec, oceupying. the houses near. the field, now . 
ington RR ORE SE 
‘The force of the enemy could not be ascertained, as. 
they kept concedled to "a great extent, and fired 
across smal} ravine at our, line., As they advanced, 
the Zouares and regulars also met them, and starly 
maintained their ground. e 
The position of these batteries and | of Srxss’ com- | 


They held their own under a most terrifio fre, and to 
‘Wenp’s and Trnpait’s Batteries is unquestionably due 
prespatcterr trys heen 

2 As the contest | is opens showed hem. 
selves in constantly augmenting numbers. 
ct:hatiiammaped te Shh lefty, andes danliy covered. 
entife rolling land overlooking the river valley. De 
‘teh fFodi the Zounves and other a mbulance corps 
‘degen to bring in the wounded ome tall oa 
soon the . hospital. was fa of, the badly wounded. 

‘One man whose arm had been torn from his shoulder 






by’a shell, cried with vexation beckuse: he could ‘not | lawrses “ 


have time to discharge his 


B musket... 
By 2 ovlock, the woods covering the hil were j & : 


‘thronged by the two contending armies. ‘The enemy | 
generally advanced in three lines, the first ‘firing and | 
falling =a ee that behind repeated the ae 
at, BY the tine the third line. , had | 


the frst had. 


Jy and in good order on the road toward Coal Harbor, ; 


* Meantime, McCa.a’s Brigade of Pennsylvania re- | 
serves, and S1xzs’ Brigade of regulars took up & pe- | 
| sitiom apon the high land overlooking the valley of 
| tii Chickahominy, eastward of and hear she’ youds | 
|| ,Aeading trom Gaines’ Hii to Coal Harbor. -Kourcor- |‘ 
| teapondent arriying at this place just as, the troops. 
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*were coming up. watched with much care the forming || ; 
‘of the line‘of battle, and the disposition of the troops | . 


" Syxkw ‘Byiguile, “consisting of * the Third; Fodrth, 


|. Twelfth ond Thirtéeath Daited, States Infantry, Dun- | 


-xza's Zonaves,and Wssd’s. Battery, ‘eommanded,>y || 
‘Lieut.-Cold RVC. Buosasis;° were disposed ‘en: both ie 
‘atts Of tie ryal! leading m foul Gainer ety, ata 


‘parallel to the road to, Ooal Harbor. - ye Hie | 


a said vic tol awore.dyawa, upin the open field, facing the line « 
A large: num- | -enemy’s approach, while the regulars werp « | : iad 
the right, left and rear, in the same field and alosg | te into om bands were furiously drunk, hoving got | 7h 
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regiments commenced moving in that direction. It-was 
nearly dark. The fight had been desperate, and the 
enemy. did not seem inclined to ‘press hard. 

With the assistance of the reinforcements previ. 
ously mentioned, another line of battle was formed, 
about half mile in the rear. of the first position. 
The object, ‘however, was more for the purpose of 
covering the retreat than for renewing the contest. 
The battle was ended. 

Throughout the day Gen. .Porsse wag, upon the 
field;and gave his commands ina manner as cool 
and definite as if the spectacle before him was noth- 
ing: but a game at football, The disaster cannot be 
attributed to inefficient officers or cowardly men, but 
simply to the fact of our being overpowered in num- 
bers. 
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York; Capt, Easron, of Easton's Pennsylvania Bat- 
tery, and Lieut, Mosrimsn, of Manzin’s Massachusetts 
Battery, are also among the killed. 
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next day, s whee they were joined by other Beis: of 
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On Saturday night casian were given thle: >: Sansa Riswengon, Oe. C. 
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at Savages, for those who were able to walk, to move 
immediaiely toward Carter’s Station on - James River, 
All the ambulancés belonging. to the -army were 
brought down to the ‘station’ and filled ‘withthe ‘se- 

verely wounded. But tion could not 

provided for all, and abeut three hundred were left 
fall into the hands of the enemy, 
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